
SMUDGE EPISODE 2
4-7  GUIDE
Integrating SEL, ELA, and Creative Expression



EP 2

OVERVIEW 
In this episode, Smudge faces the Inkling Society after their
attempt to add "The Brave Teapot" to the World Book, a
living archive of stories that have shaped humanity.
Through a powerful lesson in storytelling and responsibility,
the authors explain the origins of the World Book and its
influence. Smudge learns about the delicate balance of
creativity and caution and is sent on an unexpected journey
into the "Unfiniverse," the realm of unfinished stories.

Key Themes
The Influence of Stories: Stories have the power to
inspire, unite, and shape the world, but they must be
crafted thoughtfully.
Imagination as a Force of Creation: Imagination is
portrayed as a tool that brings stories to life and
defines our understanding of the world.
The Complexity of Collaboration: The authors’
differing perspectives highlight the challenges and
benefits of working together on a shared mission.
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SEL 
Focus: Develop students' self-confidence, resilience, and
empathy by connecting them to Smudge’s journey and
challenges.

Creative Expression
Focus: Encourage visual storytelling and imaginative
thinking as students interpret and expand on Smudge’s
world.
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LEARNING PATHS

ELA
Focus: Strengthen understanding of story structure,
character analysis, and symbolism through engaging
narrative activities.

With our comprehensive set of resources, teachers can focus on
three key paths to maximize engagement with Smudge Episode 2:



BEFORE

PRE-WATCH
DISCUSSION
These questions encourage students to actively listen for key
literary elements, identify story themes, and reflect on
character motivations, sparking discussions on creativity,
storytelling, and perseverance.

Prompts:

Why do you think stories are important to people and
cultures around the world?

Have you ever had an idea that others didn’t believe in?
How did you handle it?

If you could add a story to a magical book, what would it
be about?



DURING

DURING-WATCH
DISCUSSION
Prompts:

Scene: Smudge Defends Their Story
How does this scene show the importance of
believing in your ideas?

Scene: The Origins of the World Book
Why do you think the authors are so cautious about
which stories are added to the World Book?

Scene: The Parlor of Passages
What do you think might happen if someone walked
into a story without knowing the plot?



AFTER

POST-WATCH
DISCUSSION

Prompts:

How does Smudge’s curiosity both help and challenge
them in this episode?

Why do you think the authors are so strict about
protecting the World Book?

If you could explore the "Parlor of Passages," what kind
of story would you want to step into, and why?
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CHARACTER 
PROFILES

Smudge: A bold and imaginative writer whose curiosity often lands them in trouble but also
drives their growth

Edgar: A compassionate and wise author who believes in Smudge’s potential despite their
mistakes.

Wendell: A strict and authoritative member of the Society, focused on rules and tradition.

Clarissa: A meticulous and skeptical author who values order and protocol.

Aziz: A pragmatic and cautious storyteller who emphasizes the consequences of reckless
creativity.
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PLOT
BREAKDOWN

Introduction: Smudge finds themselves in hot water with the Inkling Society, a prestigious group of authors
tasked with safeguarding the World Book. They are accused of breaking the rules and potentially
endangering the balance of storytelling by trying to add their whimsical tale.

Conflict: The authors explain the World Book's origins, revealing its dual role as a source of inspiration and a
potential danger. They debate whether Smudge’s story belongs, underscoring the tension between
creativity and tradition. Smudge defends their actions, challenging the rigid rules of the Society.

Climax: Edgar leads Smudge into the "Parlor of Passages," a realm of doors that open into the worlds of
every story held within the World Book. Smudge’s curiosity gets the better of them, creating chaos when
they open a door without understanding the risks. Edgar introduces the "Unfiniverse," a mysterious realm
where incomplete stories dwell.

Resolution: Smudge is sent into the "Unfiniverse" while Edgar completes his current story, with the promise
of creating one for Smudge. As Smudge is pulled into the swirling nexus of unfinished stories, they are left
to face a world of uncertainty. 



MIDDLE GRADE ELA RESOURCES

STORY MAPPING

Organize the main
parts of a story.

CHARACTERS
Explore the traits,

motivations, and actions
behind characters.

STORY SHUFFLE
Explore how the story

would change with
different prompts. 



MIDDLE GRADE SEL RESOURCES

FEELINGS MAP

Understand the
character’s journey

and reactions to
events.

CHOICES

Consider why we
make choices and
how we learn from

them.



MIDDLE GRADE CREATIVE RESOURCES

LET’S DRAW!
Step-by-step guide. 

CREATE A DOOR
Create a door and
then write about

where it leads.



 ADDITIONAL ELA CHARACTER RESOURCES



 ADDITIONAL ELA SETTING RESOURCES



 ADDITIONAL ELA CONFLICT RESOURCES


