
SMUDGE EPISODE 2
K-3  GUIDE
Integrating SEL, ELA, and Creative Expression



EP 2

OVERVIEW 
In this episode, Smudge faces the Inkling Society after
attempting to add their story to the World Book.
Through storytelling and magical settings, the authors
explain the origins of the World Book, its purpose, and
the power of stories. Smudge learns the risks of
storytelling gone wrong and ventures into the
"Unfiniverse," a place of unfinished stories.

Key Themes
The Power of Imagination: Imagination is shown
as a magical force that shapes stories and
brings them to life.
Teamwork and Respect for Others: The Inkling
Society’s interactions highlight the value of
working together, even when opinions differ.
Mistakes as Opportunities: Smudge’s actions
demonstrate that mistakes can lead to new
knowledge and adventures.
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SEL 
Focus: Develop students' self-confidence, resilience, and
empathy by connecting them to Smudge’s journey and
challenges.

Creative Expression
Focus: Encourage visual storytelling and imaginative
thinking as students interpret and expand on Smudge’s
world.
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LEARNING PATHS

ELA
Focus: Strengthen understanding of story structure,
character analysis, and symbolism through engaging
narrative activities.

With our comprehensive set of resources, teachers can focus on
three key paths to maximize engagement with Smudge Episode 2:



BEFORE

PRE-WATCH
DISCUSSION
These questions encourage students to actively listen for key
literary elements, identify story themes, and reflect on
character motivations, sparking discussions on creativity,
storytelling, and perseverance.

Prompts:

What makes a story special? Can you think of a favorite
story you’ve heard or read?

Why do you think people tell stories?

Have you ever created a story or drawing that felt
important to you? How did it make you feel?



DURING

DURING-WATCH
DISCUSSION
Prompts:

Pause when Smudge asks, “What’s more hopeful than a
brave teapot?” and ask students:

What makes a story hopeful or exciting?

During the magical explanation of the World Book, ask:
How do you think stories can change the world?

As Smudge explores the "Parlor of Passages," ask:
What kinds of stories do you think are behind those
doors?



AFTER

POST-WATCH
DISCUSSION

Prompts:

Why do you think Smudge wanted their story in the
World Book? Do you think it belongs there?

What could happen if a story spread fear instead of
hope?

If you could open a door in the "Parlor of Passages,"
what kind of story would you want to step into?
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CHARACTER 
PROFILES

Smudge: A creative but timid creature determined to share their story, representing
resilience and self-expression.

Edgar: Smudge’s creator, a kind but skeptical author who symbolizes the authority
of storytelling.

Wendell: A strict author who values rules and order above all.

Clarissa: A rule-follower who emphasizes tradition and protocol.

Aziz: Another author, focused on maintaining the sacredness of the World Book.
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PLOT
BREAKDOWN

Introduction: Smudge stands before the Inkling Society, facing criticism for attempting to add their story,
"The Brave Teapot," to the sacred World Book. The authors explain the history of the World Book and its role
in preserving stories of hope.

Conflict: Smudge learns that stories placed in the World Book have immense power, capable of shaping the
world for better or worse. The authors argue over Smudge’s actions, questioning whether their story
belongs and emphasizing the dangers of careless storytelling.

Climax: Edgar leads Smudge into the "Parlor of Passages," a magical place where stories come to life.
Smudge’s curiosity causes chaos when they open a door, revealing the risks of exploring stories
unprepared. Edgar introduces the "Unfiniverse," a swirling realm of unfinished tales.

Resolution: Smudge is reluctantly sent into the "Unfiniverse" to wait while Edgar finishes his current story,
promising to create one for Smudge. As Smudge is pulled into the nexus, they begin an uncertain
adventure, setting up future possibilities.



VOCAB CHARACTER ROLES

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

K-3 ELA RESOURCES 

STORY MAP



K-3 SEL RESOURCES

FEELINGS MAP
Understand the

character’s
journey and
reactions to

events.

NEW FRIENDS
Understand what
it is like to meet

new friends.



K-3 CREATIVE RESOURCES

STORY DOOR GRID DRAWINGSTORY STARTER


