
Directions: Just like a family tree shows how people are related, a
word family tree shows how words are related. Look at the root or

base word in the trunk, then see how it branches out to create
related words.Directions: Just like a family tree shows how people
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how people are related, a word family tree shows how words are
related. Look at the root or base word in the trunk, then see how it
branches out to create related words.Break each vocabulary word

into its parts. The first one is done for you.

Directions: For each pair, explain why the author’s word choice is more effective
than the simpler alternative.

1. “Baba Nana wailed” vs. “Baba Nana cried”

Why “wailed” is better:___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
2. “Resume her role in the coven” vs. “Go back to her role in the coven”

Why “resume” is better:__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. “A pungent ointment” vs. “A strong-smelling ointment”

Why “pungent” is better:________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
4. “She sank into oblivion” vs. “She became unconscious”

Why “oblivion” is better:_________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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